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Chieftains Chatter ς October 2011 

Well it has been an interesting time during the summer 
break with all the holidays and the rugby world cup 
which I am sure will still enthral us all to the final. 

Again we have a Bumper Edition for you with the recent 
activities, functions both in and around the society and 
if you haven’t had a look at our new website may I 
recommend that you have a look as its very vibrant and 
informative thanks to Zoe Shuttleworth’s professional 
leadership and this will be up dated regularly with any 
new events and information for our members and Joe 
Public. 

I am sure everyone was a little bit overwhelmed with 
the holiday season but like myself was a welcomed 
break,  I am sure we are all back into the swing of things 
again, school runs and chasing that taxi in front to see if 
there is a short cut out of the traffic.  

We had our welcome back night on Saturday the 1st of 
October for our members and guests at Lorna and Scot 
Mair’s home where I am sure a big thank you goes out 
from all those who attended and the Society where 
there was lots of Eatin, Drinkin, Chattin n Jiggin so check 
out the article in this months news letter. 

Its was a relief that the Rugby World Cup in New 
Zealand finally got underway and I am sure the 
hardened rugby fans have been watching intensely and 
I think will all agree that Scotland has played some of 
the best rugby in years.  

Our game with Argentina 
gave me at least a few 
more grey hairs and alas 
our final game with 
England was superb rugby 
but had my blood pressure 
through the roof right until 
the killer try that dashed all 
our hopes. I am sure you 
will all agree that we wish 
all the remaining teams all 
the very best in the final 
stages. 

Well before I sign off, we have a few events two look 
forward to with the Great British Ball on the 22nd of 
October so get those tickets as they are selling very 
fast…… Also we have our infamous Whisky Tasting 
Evening on the 5th of November for our members and 
guests where a fine fare is expected again and don’t 
worry all the non-whisky drinkers, there is something 
for everyone. Finally but not least we have the Annual 
Celebration to look forward to on the 3rd of December 
where tickets are on sale NOW – please see flyer at the 
end of the newsletter. 

So hope to see a’body at the next shindig, ‘n till anither 
time….. 

Yours Aye 

Johan 
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SSAS Programme of Events 2011-2012 

Date Event Format Venue 

    

Sat Oct 22 Great British 
Ball 

Formal dress code / Formal set 
dinner / Overseas entertainers 
/ Modern dancing to live band. 

Shangri-La 
Hotel, KL 

Sat Nov 05 Whisky Tasting Casual evening of whisky 
tasting with supper 

To be decided 

Sat Dec 03 St. Andrew’s 
Day Annual 
Celebration 

Formal dress code and formal 
set dinner / Traditional St. 
Andrew’s Day format / Scottish 
Country Dancing 

Hilton Hotel, KL 
Sentral 

Sat 28 Jan 
2012 

Burns Nt Traditional Burns night, semi 
formal / kilts tropical 

Intercontinental 
Hotel (formerly 
Nikko) Jln 
Ampang  

May 2012 Inter-Soc Golf TBC TBC 

April 2012 Dive Trip TBC TBC 

  

Message from the Dance Convenor ς Richard Thompson Tel +6016 6250198 

We are running Scottish Country Dancing sessions at 
the function room on the Ground Floor at 8 Persiaran 
Hampshire ( Hampshire Park ) starting Monday 17th 
October and will continue every Monday until the AC. 

Honest Scots (and guests) seeking to get maximum 
value for money out of their AC tickets are warmly 
welcomed to come along and refresh those rusty 
twirls and pas-de-bas before stepping out on the big 
big night!  

 (P. Hampshire is on the road behind the Corus Hotel 
just off Jalan Ampang and opposite the Citibank Building ). There is usually some 
canned ice tea from Boh provided and we generally bring nibbles to share. Feel 
free to BYOB. Look forward to seeing you there.  

Scotch whisky exports soar by 22% 

Emerging markets helped boost Scotch 
whisky exports by 22% in the first half of 
this year, according to new figures. The 
Scotch Whisky Association (SWA) said global 

shipments between January and June reached £1.8bn, up from £1.47bn achieved 
during the same period in 2010. 
The USA remained the top export market by value with shipments hitting £268m, 
an increase of about 14%. The SWA also said growth in Asia and South America 
was "very strong". 
Exports to Central and South America reached £214.4m in the first six months of 
the year - a 49% jump on the same period in 2010 - while shipments to Asia 
increased by 33% to £422.5m. Taiwan is now a top five market for Scotch whisky, 
with shipments growing to £70m from £48m. Exports to Brazil rose by 56% to 
£44.8m. 
'Strong contribution' 
The equivalent of about 569 million bottles was exported in the first six months, 
an increase of 19% to the end of June. However, volume was up by less than 5% 
on an annualised basis between July 2010 and June 2011. 

The SWA said that figure reflected the slowdown at the end of 2010 due to 
economic uncertainty, followed by a growth in confidence among producers 
bolstered by increased demand from emerging markets. 
 
Top ten export markets by value - January to June 2011 

1. USA £267.6m (+14%) 
2. France £219.5m (+13%) 
3. Singapore £148.5m (+64%) 
4. Spain £97.2m (-16%) 
5. Taiwan £70.3m (+45%) 
6. South Korea £65.8m (-13%) 
7. South Africa £65.5m (+24%) 
8. Germany £62.1m (+22%) 
9. Brazil £44.8m (+56%) 
10. UAE £41.9m (+29%) 
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A bit of Hong Kong Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy  

By: Johan Murison Chieftain SSAS 

When one is travelling on business or on holiday there are 
times when we are surprised and our breath is taken away 
when we discover new and wonderful sites. But when one is 
in a bustling city like Hong Kong, ones typical expectations are 
to find the usual out of the way little noodle shops; bustling 
bar, or high-end restaurant down a little lane or behind the 
bustling market stalls and this trip was no exception. 

We had just woken up in Hong Kong after an arduous 
business trip for some more meetings and as my darling wife 
would put it just a little bit of shopping. Breakfast was the 
main objective but top of the list for the days activities was to 
get some new business attire as my travel bag was starting to 
look a bit like a Tinkers cart full of old rags. 

On walking for 15 minutes looking for a good breakfast spot, my wife Sofie 
remembered a little place she had frequented before which would be ideal “Its 
only about 5 minutes away” she said but I could hear The Proclaimers song ringing 
in my head as my body sugar level was plummeting 
in the search for a fried egg. 

As we walked over yet another Escalator Link, I 
stopped in astonishment at what was before me, 
two mannequins in a window one with a prince 
Charlie jacket and kilt and one with a regimental 
jacket and Glengarry and Scottish paraphernalia 
everywhere else. Sofie stopped a few steps further 
and asked “do you think its real” and my only 
response I could muster was “Na its only jist fur 
decoration” and after I gathered my senses of the 
excitement I said, “Aye lets ging in”. 

For a moment I thought going through the door 
that I had died and gone to heaven or entered 
Aladdin’s cave of all things Scottish. “This is a Tailor 
Shop yes” I asked a little feebly as it was blatantly 
obvious, the response was “yes sir how can we 

help?” -  “Do you know how to make Scottish regimental 
trews” – “yes sir we have been tailoring for British soldiers for 
many years. Mainly the Black Watch and the Scots Guards 
during there posting here in Hong Kong and as you can see sir 
we can tailor for any style of highland dress you my be looking 
for”.  

 Very quickly I had forgotten all about our breakfast objective 
and went straight into shopping mode, as it was game of I Spy 
with my little eye as there was most selections of popular 
Tartans, kilts, shoes, shirts, jackets and almost every bit of 
Scottish paraphernalia one could wish for when kitting ones 
self out. 

I spotted my favourite tartan Loch Lomond Millennium or 
sometimes found as Loch Lomond Modern and as quickly as 

you could say fit me up the tape measure was out. 

 However there was a little bit of sadness as after talking with Yuen for a while he 
informed us that with all the building upgrades in the area they would be forced to 

relocate sometime in the near future. I can only 
hope that businesses like this are not lost to history 
or replaced with modern gadgets. We all know that 
finding a good tailor in Asia is relatively easy, but 
finding one who knows highland dress is pure gold. 

We headed off now for what was more brunch and 
I anyway had a skip in my step the rest of the day, 
and had totally forgot about getting any new 
business attire. Did Sofie get anything, well lets just 
say she got a little something for leading me to this 
little gem. 

Yuen's Tailor can be found at the 2nd floor 
Escalator Link Alley, 80 Des Voeux Road, Central, 
Hong Kong. Tele 2815-5388  

 
 Pure joy and excitement, a highland dress tailor in Hong Kong 

 

Its just a short walk over the road  
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A Trip To The Outer Hebrides ς Barra & Mingulay 

By Patrick Russell (with some help from Wikipedia!) 
 
This summer  I fulfilled a long held ambition of getting to the abandoned island of 
Mingulay in the Outer Hebrides. Mingulay was a remote but ancient crofting and 
fishing community on the extreme fringe of not just Scotland and Britain, but 
Europe.   

Sometimes known as the ‘near St Kilda’ (even more remote and abandoned in 
1930), the island has iron age remains and is thought to have been inhabited from 
pre-historic times.  

It’s population was recorded as 52 in 1754 and peaked around  150 in 1881. The 
culture of the island was influenced by early Christianity and the Vikings, staying 
both staunchly catholic and Gaelic speaking. Between the 15th and 19th centuries 
Mingulay was part of the lands of Clan MacNeil of Barra, but they fell on hard 
times and were forced to sell in the 1840’s to the Gordon’s of Cluny - who 
established a dubious reputation as amongst the worst of all absentee landlords in 
Scotland.    

Isolation, infertile land (the island like most of the outer Hebrides is almost tree-
less), lack of a proper landing place and absentee landlord problems resulted in a 
gradual disintegration of Mingulay's culture. In 1897 disaster struck the 
neighbouring island of Pabbay when nearly all the island’s able bodied men were 
lost at sea in a single storm beaten day, striking a hammer blow to the confidence 

of the islanders.  

The ferocity of the 
winter storms can hardly 
be overstated. In 1868 a 
huge wave is said to 
have washed over one of 
Mingulay’s islets, some 
170 feet high, taking all 
the sheep with it. 
Pabbay itself was 
abandoned and by the 
turn of the century 
Mingulay’s population 
was in terminal decline, 

falling to just a few 
families. In 1912, with 
luxuries like piped gas 
and electricity becoming 
available on the 
mainland, the last 
inhabitant’s left and the 
island was abandoned.  

There is one large beach 
on the eastern side of the 
isle where the only 
settlement of note (‘The 
Village’) was located and 
a tiny cove at Skipsdale 
(Old Norse: ship valley). 
On the western side is a 
deep cleft in the sea-cliffs 
once thought to be the 
highest in the UK which 
rise to 213 m (699 ft) 
above sea level at 
Builacraig. 

To get to Mingulay we 
flew from Glasgow to 
Barra in a small Twin Otter aircraft – operated by FlyBe for BA. About GBP75 each 
way,  depending on dates / season.  The distance is about 280km and being small 
the aircraft flies low over some of Scotland’s most scenic country and coast.  

Provided there is not too much cloud the views are fantastic. The air-strip – 
uniquely in Europe – is just the beach, so landing is quite dramatic, especially 
viewed from the airport - and that is quite a popular activity.  

We flew in on Friday and out on Saturday. It is (still) probably best to avoid the 
Sabbath unless your holiday plan includes a lot of reading! When the sun shines, 
the beaches and the water are incredible. White sands and opalescent blue / 
green water.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vikings
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clan_MacNeil_of_Barra
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On Barra we stayed at the excellent and slightly olde-worlde Castlebay Hotel, in 
Castlebay – the main settlement on the island, about the size and population of 
Bangsar Village shopping centre on a quite day!  www.castlebay-hotel.co.uk But it 
offered cosy rooms, hot showers, a slightly formal bar and really excellent fresh 
food, especially sea-food. Smokies & poached eggs for breakfast.   

Sitting at the outdoor bar of ‘the other’ hotel with a pint of Tennent’s, a packet of 
salt & vinegar and watching the 
CalMac arrive from Oban as the sun 
set you definitely knew you were in 
a special and romantic place.  

We had to be back in Glasgow for a 
family dinner on Saturday night, so 
after breakfast we set out to see if 
we could get to Mingulay and back 
before our flight left at 3.30pm. 
Now, there was only one  boat 
doing the 4 hour round trip to 
Mingulay (GBP40/head) and it was 
already booked and would not be back ‘till 5pm. Drat!  

But we were in luck! The boat-man (inevitably one Donald MacLeod) proved 
entrepreneurial and helpful enough to agree to take us there with the main party, 
leave us for 45 mins and then bring us back to Castlebay in time for our flight, 
before going back again to collect the rest of his passengers. We were very glad he 
did.  

The weather was calm but over-cast. The trip was wonderful. Tea, coffee & 
biscuits were provided and we chatted with the other passengers. The party 
included a fellow visiting his wife, an artist [ http://www.juliebrook.typepad.com   
] who has camped out each summer on Mingulay with her children for over 10 
years.   

We saw seals, more birds than you could shake a stick at and a basking shark. 
Abandoned settlements and the hated Laird’s house (also a shell) were visible on 
Pabbay. The highlight of the boat trip was going down the west (outer) side of 
Mingulay past the vast sea cliffs (600 ft and sheer) and thru the Atlantic bridge – a 
natural sea-arch cathedral and quite dramatic, and only accessible in calm 
weather. So we were in luck again! (About the only luck we had with weather this 
summer!).  

Landing on Mingulay was not all 
that easy even in calm weather. 
But we got on and had 45 mins to 
scout out the remains of the 
settlement, which was beautiful 
but melancholic too. The small 
cluster of about 20 houses was of 
course just walls now. But no 
vandalism other than that 
wrought by nature. The houses 
nearer the beach are gradually 

being reclaimed by it, filling with 
sand. They never had ‘floors’ and 
the roofs and windows had long 
gone. Each family lived in a black-
house just 30’ x 15’ approx., 
probably with their beasts in 
winter. Wood or peat fuel had to 
be imported.  

The best preserved house was 
the most sheltered, next to the 
watercourse, quite beautiful and 
next to a stone bridge over the 
brook which might be over 1,000 
years old, and still functioning.  

That house is probably quite 
recoverable if not for the dead 
hand of the National Trust, which 
seemed to be roundly criticised 
by all with any knowledge of the 
place. Occasional fly-ins (by 
helicopter!) of the great and 
good from Edinburgh and an 
apparent determination to do 
not much else. Another absentee 
landlord, in essence.  

Further up the hill in a prime 

http://www.castlebay-hotel.co.uk/
http://www.juliebrook.typepad.com/
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position was the Priest’s house and church in a single building. This had been by 
far the largest structure on the island at two storey’s high but has – quite recently I 
think – completely collapsed. More not so benign neglect by the NTS. (It’s another 
article, but the NTS has been subject to seismic criticism and is being restructured, 
so thing’s may change).   

We also had a quick walk up to the old school house, which is roofed and used as a 
shelter by anyone staying on the island. In this case the artists and her rather 
enchanting brought-up-in-the-outdoors kids.  But the 45 mins had already 
stretched to an hour, and we hardly had time for a chat before it was back to the 
boat and more cups of tea on the way back to Barra. The boatman had a funny 
story which I can’t put in print!  

Back in Castlebay a taxi was waiting for us and we high tailed it to the airport in 
good time for the flight back to Glasgow. This was another scenic treat despite the 
best efforts of the “I’m in charge here” air-crew. Where do they get these people 
from?  

All in all, a great trip and highly recommended.  

 

The Mingulay Boat Song 

Composed in 1938 by Hugh Roberton (1874 - 1952) for his Glasgow Orpheus Choir, 
the haunting 'Mingulay Boat Song' was never sung by the island's inhabitants.  

Sir Hugh (1874-1952) made many choral arrangements of Scots songs.  

He also published 'Songs of the Isles' (1950), a collection of traditional tunes for 
which he invented English words.  

'Mairi's Wedding' (Lewis Bridal Song), 'Westering Home' and the 'Mingulay Boat 
Song' were all popularized by Roberton and they remain perennial favourites. 

Every summer visitors to Barra regularly brave the two-hour journey in exposed 
seas from Castlebay to Mingulay, inspired by Roberton's evocative but sentimental 
song, which has no real connection with either the island or its people 

1st verse and Chorus  

Heel ya ho, boys, let her go, boys 
Bring her head round into the weather 
Heel ya ho, boys, let her go, boys 
Sailing homeward to Mingulay 
 
What care we though white the Minch is 
What care we for wind or weather 
Heel ya ho, boys, and we’ll anchor 
As the sun sets on Mingulay 
 
Heel ya ho, boys, let her go, boys 
Bring her head round into the weather 
Heel ya ho, boys, let her go, boys 
Sailing homeward to Mingulay 
 
Wives sing 
 
We (wives) are waiting by the harbour  
We’ve been waiting since break of dawn  
We’ll be waiting by the harbour  
As the sun sets on Mingulay 
 
Heel ya ho, boys, let her go, boys 
Bring her head round into the weather 
Heel ya ho, boys, let her go, boys 
Sailing homeward to Mingulay 
Sailing homeward to Mingulay 
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Mingulay in Pictures 
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HINGING OOT RA WINDAE WI YON BBC ς Scots News Snippets http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/scotland/default.stm  

Pair in hospital after Kismot 'killer' 
curry contest 

 

Two people have been taken to hospital 
following the "world's hottest chilli" 
competition at an Edinburgh Indian 
restaurant.   

Emergency services were called to the 
Kismot restaurant in St Leonards Street 
on Saturday afternoon after some 
competitors became "very unwell". The 
competition involves people eating the 
"Kismot Killer" curry. 

 The Scottish Ambulance Service is now 
calling for a review into how the event is 
managed. On the restaurant's website it 
insists that participants sign a legal 
disclaimer before taking part in the 
competition, which raises money for the 
Scottish children's charity Chas. 

 

It is understood that members of the 
British Red Cross were on hand at the 
event, but the Scottish Ambulance 
Service still had to be called because 
two people had such a violent reaction. 

Curie Kim, 21, an American student on 
an exchange to Edinburgh University, 
said she decided to enter the challenge 
when she saw it advertised in the 
restaurant. She told the BBC Scotland's 
news website: 

 "It was very painful and felt like I was 
being chain sawed in the stomach with 
hot sauce on the chainsaw. "I have 
learned my lesson and will never do it 
again and, in fact, I will be cutting down 
on my spice intake full stop." 

Ms Kim came second in the contest. 

"The woman who won ate the last bowl 
in four seconds and then ran outside to 
be sick where as I didn't so I've learned I 
should have had a game plan like that," 
she said. 

"There were three rounds and I 
managed half of the last bowl. I was in 
so much pain I wasn't aware of what 
was going on around me and when I got 
to hospital they gave me medicine for 
the indigestion. I don't think the 
restaurant should do it any more as I 
think there are a lot less painful ways to 
raise money for charity." 

Organiser Abdul Ali said: "The British 
Red Cross we had on board could not 

cope. We put our hands up. We did 
have to call the emergency services for 
a couple of our participants." 

Mr Ali said he regretted that the 
services had to be called out on a busy 
Saturday. He said all participants were 
now "fit and well" and more than 
£1,000 was raised for charity. 

A spokesman for the Scottish 
Ambulance Service said: "Two patients 
were taken to Edinburgh Royal Infirmary 
after becoming very unwell at Kismot 
restaurant. We would urge the 
organisers to review the way in which 
this event is managed in future in order 
to avoid another situation where 
emergency ambulances are required to 
treat their customers." 

Gordon Mackenzie, whose council ward 
covers the restaurant, called the event a 
"shambles" and said: "The owners owe 
a debt to the ambulance service, and I 
hope they'll find some way of making it 
up to them." 

Belgian radio enthusiasts make rockfall 
on Rockall 

Belgian radio enthusiasts have landed 
on the remote North Atlantic islet of 
Rockall. The volcanic rock is 100ft wide 
and 70ft high and a 250-mile boat trip 
from Stornoway on the Western Isles. 

The group has been trying to get onto 
Rockall for much of the week but were 
defeated by high winds and huge seas. 

They hope to transmit using amateur 
radio equipment. The UK annexed 
Rockall in 1955, but its ownership is 
disputed. 

 

Two days ago the Rockall 2011 Belgian 
Expedition crew making the attempt 
were so seasick they withdrew to St 
Kilda to recover. But with conditions 
improving they said team member 
Patrick Godderie managed to secure a 
line to the rock, clamber ashore and 
reach the top of Rockall. 

A message on the group's website said: 
"We have landed!! Patrick, ON4HIL is 
the first to land on Rockall!"  

In the past Ireland, Iceland and Denmark 
have lain claim to the rock and to the 
possible oil and gas reserves 
surrounding it. Ownership is now being 
examined by the United Nations in the 
light of competing claims from Iceland, 
the Faroes and Ireland. 

The earliest recorded landing on Rockall 
was believed to be in 1810, by an officer 
called Basil Hall from the HMS 
Endymion. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/scotland/default.stm
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Scots ban on supermarket alcohol deals 
comes into force 

  

New laws have come into force banning 
"irresponsible" drinks promotions by 
retailers in Scotland. Shops and 
supermarkets can no longer make offers 
such as buy-one-get-one-free and multi-
buy discounts on wine. 

The Alcohol Bill also restricts alcohol 
advertising around premises, and brings 
in age verification requirements and a 
new tax on some licence holders. Tesco 
has told customers they will still get 
wine offers online because it will 
dispatch orders from England. 

The bill, passed at Holyrood last year, 
prevents retailers from offer deals to 
customers who buy in bulk. 

The tax, called a social responsibility 
levy, aims to ensure retailers and 
licensed premises, such as nightclubs, 
contribute to the wider cost of their 
activities on the community.  

MSPs have warned that other retailers 
may remove discounts for quantity but 
may instead sell single bottles of alcohol 
for the same discount price. Instead of 

three bottles of wine for £10 they may 
sell one bottle for £3.33. 

But Health Secretary Nicola Sturgeon 
insisted the ban on multi-buy deals 
would cut alcohol consumption. She 
said: "I have had it put to me that 
supermarkets will reduce the cost of a 
bottle of wine as a response to this. 
"Now minimum pricing of course would 
have an effect there and we intend to 
bring back our bill on that. 

In August this year a NHS Scotland 
report revealed that adults in Scotland 
were consuming 23% more alcohol than 
adults in England and Wales. Wine 
accounted for the largest rise in 
consumption, with sales more than 
doubling since the mid 1990s. 

The Scottish government plans to go 
further in its bid to tackle Scotland's 
drinking culture by re-introducing 
minimum alcohol pricing proposals 
previously blocked by opposition 
parties. 

In January the UK government unveiled 
plans to set a minimum price for alcohol 
in England and Wales and calls have also 
been made for a similar measure to be 
introduced in Northern Ireland. 

Statue marks Clyde site where 
Lancastria was built 

A statue has been unveiled on the 
former site of a Clyde shipyard where a 
sunken World War II ship was built. The 
Lancastria went down off the French 

coast in 1940 with the loss of 4,000 
lives. It was Britain's worst maritime 
disaster. 

 

 

First Minister Alex Salmond unveiled the 
memorial in the grounds of the Golden 
Jubilee Hospital in Clydebank, which sits 
on the site of the yard where the 
Lancastria was constructed. The Cunard 
liner was converted to a troop ship and 
attacked off the Saint Nazaire coast on 
17 June 1940.  

She sank in just 20 minutes but news of 
her loss was not reported because 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
thought it would affect morale.  

Fateful day . For the past six years, the 
Lancastria Association of Scotland has 
been campaigning for recognition of the 
disaster. Survivors and relatives of those 
lost when the ship went down attended 
the ceremony. Mr Salmond said: 
"Through the tireless work of the 
Lancastria Association of Scotland, it is 
only right and fitting that we should 
have a monument here in Scotland, 
close to the site of what was the William 
Beardmore and Sons shipbuilding yard.  

Fiona HT Symon, from the Lancastria 
Association of Scotland, said: "For the 
last six years we have been determined 
to achieve the right and proper 
acknowledgement for the thousands of 
men who died, including my father, 
Andrew T Richardson, when the 
Lancastria was sunk off the coast of St 
Nazaire 70 years ago.  

Steel mural of Billy Connolly to go up in 
Anderston 

 

A huge steel mural of Billy Connolly is 
being created at a housing development 
in Glasgow. Acclaimed artist Andy Scott 
is moulding the 20ft (6m) by 16ft (4.8m) 
which will hang from a wall at the 
Sanctuary Scotland development in 
Anderston. 

The housing association decided to 
honour the comedian as he was born in 
Anderston. The Billy mural will overlook 
the expressway and the shipyards 
where the comic once worked as a 
welder. 

The mural is going on the gable end of 
Phase 1 of Sanctuary Scotland's £50m 
regeneration of Anderston. Mr Scott's 
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work includes the heavy horse sculpture 
on the M8 and the 33ft mermaid on the 
A80 at Cumbernauld. 

To date, the artist has created more 
than 70 public sculpture and 
architectural commissions. His work is 
also on display in Belfast, Spain and 
Australia. The mural is due to be erected 
by the end of the year. 

Scottish city house prices in top 10 for 
rises since 2001 

House prices in Inverness have risen by 
more than any other UK city over the 
past 10 years, according to new 
research by the Bank of Scotland. It said 
the average price of £68,141 in 2001 
had increased to £169,257 in 2011. 

The bank's figures also showed average 
prices in Aberdeen rose by £95,931, in 
Dundee by £63,539 and in Edinburgh by 
£99,667. The rises put them among a 
top 10 of UK cities which had the 
highest growth in house prices between 
2001 and 2011. 

Edinburgh was the most expensive city 
in Scotland and 12th most costly UK city 
with an average price of £206,303, 
according to the Bank of Scotland's 
study. Dundee was the least expensive 
with an average price of £123,711. 

Scottish city sellers fared better during 
the economic downturn with property 
prices falling on average by 8% between 
2007 and 2009, lower than the overall 
fall of 12% across Scotland.  

However, the bank's research suggested 
the affordability of homes had declined 
over the past 10 years as prices rose 
faster than earnings. It said the typical 
city home in Scotland was 4.8 times 
average gross annual earnings in 2011, 
up from 3.5 in 2001. The ratio peaked at 
6.3 in 2007 and has declined since then, 
the bank added. 

Dumfries and Galloway arts 
organisation ceases trading 

The directors of the Dumfries and 
Galloway arts organisation dgArts have 
announced it has ceased trading. In a 
short statement, they confirmed that 
they had taken the decision due to its 
financial position. 

It added they were in the process of 
starting the procedure to wind up the 
company which is based in Dumfries 
with an office in the town's Midsteeple.  

 

The statement concluded that a 
meeting to appoint a liquidator would 
be arranged in the next few weeks. 

The organisation - previously known as 
Dumfries and Galloway Arts Association 
- was responsible for a wide range of 
events and projects throughout the 

south west of Scotland. It was set up to 
support arts development at all levels 
"from grassroots to national and 
international work and projects". 

Earlier this year it reported "soaring 
ticket sales" for productions hosted 
throughout the region thanks to a new 
online ticketing system. However, 
directors have now taken the decision 
that it can no longer continue its 
operations. 

Glasgow University sets tuition fees  

  

The University of Glasgow has 
announced fees for students from 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. It 
will charge annual fees of £6,750 for 
undergraduate courses. Those studying 
medicine, dentistry and veterinary 
medicine will be charged £9,000. 

All rest of the UK (RUK) students 
entering first year are to be awarded a 
bursary or fee waiver of £1,000, 
meaning four-year degree fees will be 
capped at £26,000. 

Glasgow University is to offer significant 
fee waivers and further bursaries to 
students from low income households. 

For some students this would be worth 
as much as £12,000 across the course of 
a typical four-year degree. 

Students who are resident in Scotland 
do not pay tuition fees at Scottish 
universities. Currently RUK students in 
Scotland pay about £1,800 in tuition 
fees. The increase in tuition fees for 
non-Scots came after the UK 
government raised the cap for 
universities in England to £9,000 a year. 

Professor Anton Muscatelli, principal 
and vice-chancellor of the University of 
Glasgow, said: ''We have also been able 
to be innovative and imaginative in 
coming up with a package of measures 
which, we hope, will make the choice of 
studying at the University of Glasgow 
even more appealing. 

''We have decided to invest significant 
amounts in a generous package of 
bursaries and fee discounts."  

Robin Parker, president of NUS 
Scotland, said the university had 
"turned its back on students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds".  He said: 
"While the costs of degrees will be 
lower than others in Scotland, this still 
puts Glasgow up there with anything 
we've seen from England's universities.  

Meanwhile, the University of the West 
of Scotland (UWS) has announced fees 
up to £29,000 for students from the rest 
of the UK (RUK). Students will pay an 
annual fee of £7,250 throughout three 
and four-year degree courses. 



The Selangor Scotsman 

Page 12 of 15  www.ssas-online.com 

A spokesperson for University of the 
West of Scotland said: ''In setting its 
RUK fees the university has aimed for 
equity.   UWS will continue to help all 
students to restrict their study costs by 
reducing the length of time it takes for 
them to achieve a degree. 

The NUS Scotland president said the 
UWS decision was "truly astounding".  

Mr Parker said: "Only Edinburgh and St 
Andrews have set more expensive fees, 
making UWS among the top three most 
expensive institutions in the whole of 
the UK.  

Details of deal for Scotland's 
coastguard tugs awaited 

 

The firm which runs Scotland's two 
coastguard tugs says it has had no 
contact about continuing the service. 
The boats were given a last-minute 
three month stay of execution by the UK 
government on Friday, following a 
campaign to save them. Cover had been 
due to end at midnight.  

Shipping company JP Knight said no new 
deal had been agreed and Scotland's 
seas were currently without any cover. 

The UK government said it was finalising 
the interim arrangement. 

A spokesman said: "The government has 
identified £3m of interim funding for the 
tugs and is working through the detail of 
arrangements at present. "This will 
allow a three month extension in the 
hope a long-term solution can be found 
and should be welcomed.  

"The relevant parties will be involved in 
that process and arrangements will be 
announced soon." 

The two tugs, which go to the aid of 
ships in trouble in Scottish waters, are 
based in the Minch and Shetland. The 
Maritime and Coastguard Agency hire 
the tugs from shipping company JP 
Knight. 

The UK government had proposed 
ending the contract, saying the safety of 
vessels and salvage operations was the 
responsibility of the commercial 
shipping industry. Withdrawing the 
Anglian Sovereign and the Stornoway-
based Anglian Prince, along with two 
vessels covering England's south east 
coast, was expected to save £32m over 
four-and-a-half years, the UK 
government said last year. 

In October 2010, the Anglian Prince 
went to the aid of the nuclear-powered 
submarine HMS Astute after it 
grounded off Skye. Highland, Orkney, 
Shetland and Western Isles councils 
have been campaigning to have the 
emergency towing vessels kept. 

Princes Charles unveils Gordon 
Highlanders Memorial 

 

Princes Charles unveils Gordon 
Highlanders memorial 

Princes Charles praised the army 
regiment that played such "an 
important part" in his upbringing as he 
unveiled a commemorative statue to 
the Gordon Highlanders in Aberdeen on 
Saturday. 

Hundreds of people gathered around 
the city's Castlegate for the ceremony. 
Charles, the Duke of Rothesay, was the 
last Colonel-in-Chief of the Gordon 
Highlanders. 

Speaking before the unveiling, he said it 

meant a great deal to him to have been 
invited to the event, which 
commemorates his old local Regiment. 

He said: "When I was a child in the 
1950s some of my earliest memories 
were of old Gordon Highlanders who 
had fought their way through the last 
war, some of them suffering terribly in 
Japanese prisoner of war camps, and 
then found their way back to Balmoral. 

"These men formed an important part 
of my upbringing and so you can 
perhaps imagine what an enormously 
proud moment it was when Her Majesty 
appointed me as Colonel-in-Chief of the 
Gordon Highlanders in 1977, not only 
because it was such a famous Highland 
Regiment, with a magnificent 
reputation, but because it was, literally, 
a local family Regiment in which so 
many people I knew and looked up to 
had served." 

The bronze statue was commissioned by 
Aberdeen City Council and had been 
campaigned for over a number of years. 
It features two Gordon Highlanders set 
on a granite plinth. 

One is from the early days of the 
Regiment, and the other from its closing 
years, before the amalgamation in 1994 
when it became part of the Highlanders. 

The sculptor Mark Richards said: "I think 
it looks absolutely fabulous, better than 
I could have ever imagined." 
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