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Mollie Jackson 
A Scots Artist in Malaysia 

By ï John Thomson 

 

If any of you passed through the Curve shopping Mall 

recently you may have come upon an art exhibition on 

the second floor.  

What you may not 

have known is that 

the artist is a Scot, 

Mollie Jackson, 

who was born in 

Barrhill, Ayrshire 

and who studied at 

the Glasgow School 

of Art.  

 Mollie has spent 

most of her life 

travelling overseas 

with her husband, a 

retired British 

Ambassador, but 

they have finally 

settled down in KL 

under the Malaysia 

My Second Home 

programme and 

have been living in 

Mont Kiara for the 

last four and a half 

years.  

Mollie started her 

professional career 

in Sweden, where 

she found water 

colours better at 

capturing the 

varying effects of 

light on water and 

snow than the oils 

she had been using 

up till then.  

From that point on, watercolour became her preferred 

medium. As her work became known, multiple solo 

exhibitions followed in Stockholm, Seoul, La Paz and 

Santa Cruz (Bolivia), San Jose (Costa Rica), London 

and Kuala Lumpur.  

 She had four solo exhibitions in Seoul and undertook 

commissions for Cathay Pacific Airways and also the 

Westin Chosan Hotel. 

 Most recently she 

has just finished 

holding a small 

exhibition in Mont 

Kiara and a 

travelling 

exhibition 

highlighting the 

intricate ethnic 

hand-weaving of 

Bolivia is 

currently touring 

the USA.  

 Large scale 

commissions have 

included paintings 

for Cathay Pacific 

Airlines and the 

Westin Chosun 

Hotel. Smaller 

works hang in 

banks, 

boardrooms, 

airports, 

embassies, palaces 

and private 

residences all over 

the world.  

Commenting upon 

her work, the 

President of the 

Korean Fine Arts 

Association noted: 

ñThe subjects Mrs. 

Jackson takes are 

very common and ordinary to us Koreans; we tend to 

pass by without noticing them. But when those things 

from our daily life, little regarded by us, are captured by 

a certain sensitive eye, they are brought newly to life. 

We feel this striking impact when we stand in front of a 

painting by Mollie Jackson.ò 

http://www.ssas-online.com/


The Selangor Scotsman 

 

 

Page 3 of 13  www.ssas-online.com 

 

 

Over the years Mollieôs paintings have raised tens of 

thousands of pounds for local charities and UNICEF 

chose one of her designs for their series of fund-raising 

Christmas cards.  

 

Mollie has also been active in Scottish Societies all over 

the world. She co-founded the Caledonian Society in 

Panama. She has taken part in Burnôs Night and St 

Andrewôs night festivities in many countries and can 

testify to the rigours of performing an eightsome reel at 

altitude in La Paz (probably the highest St Andrewôs 

Society in the world at over 4 times the height of Ben 

Nevis! 

 

 

 

A memorable experience was being flown in to the heart 

of the Darien Jungle to reply to the ñtoast of the lassiesò 

during the ñDrake Expeditionò archaeo-logical 

excavation of the doomed former Scottish Colony.  

Much to the amazement of her daughter who recognized 

her motherôs giggles while listening to Capital Radio 

back in London!.  

http://www.ssas-online.com/
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Clan Gathering 26-27 

July 2009, Edinburgh 

Towards the end of July 2009, 

many people travelled to in 

Edinburgh for the world's largest 

Clan Gathering and Highland 

Games. 

The Gathering formed the 

centrepiece of the Homecoming 

celebrations, which marked the 

250th anniversary of the birth of 

Scotlandôs National Poet, Robert 

Burns.  

There were many individual 

activities organised by respective 

clans and the whole event ended with 

a clan parade along the Royal Mile 

and a pageant on the esplanade at 

Edinburgh Castle.  

The Gathering saw 100 of Scotland's 

clan chiefs assembled together for 

the first time in recorded history.  

Hundreds of clan representatives 

from across the world were also in 

attendance.  

The Gathering got 

under way on 

Saturday, 26
th
 July 

with more than 20,000 

assembled in Holyrood 

Park to watch the 

Highland Games and 

was officially opened 

by the Prince Charles 

who is known as the 

Duke of Rothesay, 

when in Scotland.  

Prince Charles said: ñIt 

seems to me that today's event 

represents a stirring meeting of 

Scotland's history and its living 

heritage.ò  

First Minister Alex Salmond said 

that the event, which attracted people 

from 40 countries, was more than 

just a marketing tool for Scotland.  

He commented:  

"Obviously the 

Homecoming year 

has a visitor aspect 

to it, but all of 

these people are 

celebrating their 

heritage and roots.  

These are deep 

roots and affinities 

that stretch back 

centuries.  

To mobilise that wonderful diaspora 

to make a contribution to the future 

of our country is a massive thing."  

Organisers said 

representatives of 124 

different clans and 

families were at the 

event, with tens of 

thousands of people 

attending the weekend 

ï many of whom were 

visitors from 

overseas. 

Article contributed by 

John Thomson.  

 

Ed ï my experience of ñthe 

Homecomingò was to be have one 

member of my family óunwelcomedô 

at the UK & EU channel of 

immigration at Glasgow airport!  

Talk about joined up Government. 

 

*****  

Hingin Oot the Windae ï aka In The News    

http://www.ssas-online.com/
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Rural Scotland 

faces drink 

drought as 

crackdown forces 

up licence fees 
http://news.scotsman.com/latestnews

/Rural-Scotland-faces-drink-

drought.4605425.jp 

By MICHAEL HOWIE HOME 

AFFAIRS CORRESPONDENT 

PUBS are being forced out of 

business and hundreds of rural shops 

and tourist attractions are having to 

stop selling alcohol in an "attack on 

business" as new licence costs come 

into force across Scotland, The 

Scotsman can reveal. 

In the latest Scottish Government 

crackdown on the country's booze 

culture, about 17,000 premises are 

being hit with soaring bills for 

alcohol sales licences. 

Most are paying several thousand 

pounds to comply with new 

regulations that come into force next 

year ï compared with £172 under the 

old licensing system. Pub trade 

insiders say hundreds of bars are 

likely to close. 

And The Scotsman can also reveal 

that justice secretary Kenny 

MacAskill's crusade against binge 

drinking is hitting rural communities, 

where scores of shops are ceasing to 

sell alcohol because they cannot 

afford a new licence. 

Under rules brought in by the 

previous Labour administration and 

the present SNP government, all 

licensed premises have to reapply for 

a licence that had cost £172 for three 

years. Local authorities can now 

charge as much £2,000 depending on 

the size of the business. 

The Scotsman has been told most 

applicants also have to hire architects 

ï at a cost of between £1,000 and 

£4,000 ï to draw up detailed layout 

plans to submit to the local licensing 

board. 

Pubs, bars, hotels, shops and tourist 

attractions that want to sell alcohol 

have until January to lodge their 

applications under regulations in the 

Licensing Act (Scotland) 2005. 

Industry insiders say applications are 

running between 20 and 40 per cent 

below the expected level. 

The Licensing Act was intended to 

crack down on areas deemed to have 

too many pubs, such as the Glasgow 

and Edinburgh city centres. But 

scores of rural shops have also been 

forced to stop selling drink, and 

some top tourist attractions are 

having to curtail the sale of whisky 

miniatures and other gifts. 

Paul Waterson, chief executive of the 

Scottish Licensed Trade Association, 

said: "This is simply an attack on 

business. It's something we don't 

need on the back of the smoking ban, 

which has put about 400 premises 

out of business." 

A spokeswoman for the Scottish 

Government said the system was 

based on preventing crime and 

disorder, securing public safety, 

preventing public nuisance, 

protecting and improving public 

health and protecting children from 

harm. She said Mr MacAskill would 

ask the Accounts Commission to 

review the fees after transition. 

ONE of Glasgow's best known 

publicans, Alistair Don has run the 

Doublet, in the West End, since the 

early 1970s. 

He reckons the cost of acquiring a 

new licence has run to about £3,000. 

And that's only to allow him to trade 

until 1 September, 2009, when every 

outlet that sells alcohol must be 

certified under the new regime. He 

paid £80 or so for a one-year licence 

under the old system. 

"I had to get an architect to draw up 

the operating plan," he said. "Then 

there's lawyers' fees and the cost of 

the licence application itself. I'm 

looking at shelling out about 

£3,000." 

That's not the end of his woes. 

Building control officials have said 

he must install an extra women's 

toilet. "They say the pub is fit to hold 

60 people, but they're hardly likely to 

be all women. I already have two 

female toilets and we've never had 

any problem. There is simply no 

space for another toilet." 

The worst-case scenario, he says, 

would see the licensing board deny 

him a licence because he can't fit the 

toilet, and so force him out of 

business. "They're quoted as saying 

they don't want to strip people of 

their livelihoods. But this is a heap 

of nonsense. We have to put our 

guests first' 

KEN and Christine Lawson have run 

the Spindrift guesthouse in 

Anstruther, Fife, for eight years. 

It is a reasonably modest outfit with 

nine bedrooms. They operate an 

"honesty box" bar for guests, who 

can also buy a bottle of wine to 

enjoy over dinner. 

The couple thought long and hard 

about withdrawing that service after 

discovering they would have to pay 

an architect £1,500 to produce the 

necessary plans for the licence 

application, along with their £200 

application fee and a further £125 for 

training at Carnegie College in 

Dunfermline to become a fit licence-

holder. 

Mr Lawson said: "The Scottish 

Government claims you do not have 

to get an architect to provide the 

plans, but it has to be done exactly 

on a scale of one to 100. You have to 

mark the location of stairs, exits, 

toilets, smoke detectors, fire escape. 

The list is endless. How can a 

layman do all that? 

"I knew the costs would harm our 

business. But we realised we didn't 

want to withdraw what is a service to 

our guests. 'Come on, this is just 

ridiculous' 

http://www.ssas-online.com/
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No 'same again'. . 

it's water for you!  
http://news.scotsman.com/health/No-

39same-again39--it39s.5597761.jp 

By Adam Morris 

BAR staff in Edinburgh have been 

banned from asking customers if 

they would like the "same again" ï 

and told to offer a glass of water 

instead.  

 

The move, which was today branded 

"ludicrous", has been introduced as 

part of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 

which comes into force next week, 

aimed at tackling binge drinking. 

While the city council insists it has 

still not decided how to interpret 

many aspects of the new legislation, 

mandatory training courses for bar 

staff in the city are already under 

way.   

Staff who have been on the courses 

say that as well as being told not to 

offer customers the "same again" so 

as not to encourage drinking, they 

have been advised to always offer a 

glass of water. 

A prize of "cash behind the bar" can 

no longer be given as a reward for 

winning a pub quiz, while special 

offers such as "buy two glasses of 

wine and get the rest of the bottle 

free" have also been outlawed. 

And offering free drinks to 

customers who have perhaps waited 

too long for a meal or suffered some 

other inconvenience has also been 

prohibited.  

One source, who had been on the 

training course, which all bar staff 

will be required to undertake, said: 

"Some of the things we have to do 

are completely ridiculous, like not 

asking folk if they'd like the same 

again, and instead offering them 

water. There are a lot of changes to 

make, so no more up-selling of stuff, 

like offering to make spirits a double 

for a pound extra." 

Some publicans say they have even 

been told to keep a note of how 

much each individual customer had 

consumed. Pedro Tomas, the 

manager of Mr Modos on Lothian 

Road, said:  "I don't know how you 

are supposed to run a pub quiz 

without there being a prize. When 

bar staff ask customers if they would 

like another drink, it is just an act of 

courtesy." 

All bar staff will need to prove they 

have completed a Scottish 

Government approved training 

course. 

Although ignoring even minor parts 

of the legislation would constitute a 

breach, industry insiders said it was 

probably too early to say how stiff 

punishments would be. 

Labour councillor Ian Murray, who 

also runs Aspin Bar on South Bridge, 

said: "On the whole I welcome this 

legislation, because we and many 

others run a very tight ship, and it's 

those who don't who've got us to this 

position. But training courses telling 

staff not to offer say, someone who's 

had half a lager and lime, another 

one is ludicrous." 

Another pub manager, who wished 

to remain anonymous, told the 

Evening News: "It is hard enough 

right now to try to run a bar, the 

smoking ban hit everyone really 

hard. And now this. We have had all 

of our freedom taken away to try to 

run a bar, and provide a social and 

fun place." 

The city's licensing leader Cllr 

Marjorie Thomas said: "The board 

has not made any decisions 

regarding the interpretation of these 

conditions, relating to either type of 

premises in the city. We will be 

taking advice from both our license 

standard officers and the police." 

A Scottish Government spokesman 

said it was up to local licensing 

boards to interpret the rules. 

ALL CHANGE 

Some of the new rules affecting city 

pubs: 

¶ No asking the customers if 

they'd like the "same again". 

Instead, if returning to the bar, 

offer a glass of water. 

¶ No more "cash behind the bar" 

prizes for pub quiz winners. 

¶ Prices of alcohol cannot change 

for any less than a 72-hour 

period ï meaning no more 

"happy hours". 

¶  No more two-for-ones, or 

similar deals. 

¶ The end of "up-selling" ï i.e buy 

two glasses of wine and get the 

rest of the bottle free. 

¶ Stricter conditions surrounding 

entertainment such as karaoke 

and live music. 

Ian Barclay, 37, shop manager, 

Polwarth: "If someone is old enough 

to be in a pub then they are old 

enough to know what they want and 

how much." 

Scott Clark, 41, IT manager, 

Parkhead: "This is an insult to bar 

workers and their managers. It isn't 

in their interests to sell drink 

cheaply, or to have heavily 

intoxicated people in their pubs." 

Ed ï Malaysia seems relatively 

relaxed compared to Scotland. No 

such worries at the SSAS Whisky 

Appreciation Night ï see below! 
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` SSAS Whisky Tasting Nicht  

Saturday the 7th November 2009  
 
We will be holding our traditionally 
ñWhisky Tasting Nightò this coming 
November on Saturday the 7 th from 
6:30pm onwards. The format will be 
similar to our previous events whereby 
each participant brings their own 
favourite bottle of Single Malt Whisky 
for others to saviour; unfortunately no 
Single Malt pretenders are welcome 
like blended or hash whiskies. There 
will be a whisky identification session 
ñFas the Imposter and Fas the Bogie ò 
where there will be 3 malts from the 
regions of Scotland and one imposter 
and one bogie and there will be prizes 
for who can distinguish the Regions of 
the Singles presented including the 
identification of the Bogie and Imposter. 
 
Continuing with the previous events 
buffet food will be served with a menu 
of Starter ï Torry Chicken Soup, Main ï 
Grandma Mince, Tatties & Neeps and 
Desert ï Selection of Cheese & 

Crackers with 
Tea and Coffee 
for the non-
drinkers, and there will also be a side 
Bar with Wine and Beer if you donôt like 
a dram. 
 
The cost to attend this event, which is 
to cover food etc, is as follows: 
Members: RM48.99 and members 
guests RM49.99. Location will be at the 
Murison Household, Villa No 5 
Setiahills, Jalan Puncak Bukit Indah 1, 
Ampang 68000, Kuala Lumpur. 
 
Please indicate to the following Sub 
Committee Members at the earliest 
opportunity of your wish to attend this 
prestigious event by submitting your 
details as below as places are limited 
and so we can also make the 
necessary food arrangements, as you 
donôt want to miss out on the Mince & 
Tatties as they do go fast. 

 
Johan Murison ï johan.murison@aemos -international.com   
 
or SMS to +6017 200 8196 
 

Members  
Name: 

 Guests Name:  

Contact  
Number: 

 E-Mail:  

Brining a  
Single Malt: 

Yes  
/ No 

Any Vegetarians: Yes  
/ No 

Whisky identification session Yes  
/ No 
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Bukit Indah location map for Whisky Tasting 
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