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Chieftains 
chatter 
By Paul Henderson 

My apologies to all for the lack of 
a Ψ/ƘƛŜŦ /ƘŀǘΩ ƛn the last edition of 
ǘƘŜ {{!{ ƴŜǿǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
feeling particularly chatty for 
once! Unusual for me I know! 
(Blessing to some, hindrance to 
others). I have been a bit 
preoccupied helping a member of 
my family fight that scourge of a 
disease, the dreaded Big 'C'. 
Cancer that is. It has given me 
quite a reality check and a new 
outlook on how we perceive 
every day we get on this rather 
wet planet (Wet seems to apply 
to most of the UK & Malaysia at 
this time of year). 

I trust I am not breaking any 
copyright laws when i quote a line from 'The Proclaimers' 
who so aptly put it...... " While I'm worth my room on this 
earth and while the Chief puts sunshine on Leith" or KL or 
anywhere for that matter, we are reminded so often that this 
is not a rehearsal, so rain or shine, live every day like it was 
our last and savour the precious moments. 

Moments, like the welcome back night which was attended 
by few but thoroughly enjoyed by all. Moments like the GBB 
which I hear was another resounding success this year and all 
credit to the organising committee and to those members 
who are stepping down this year we would like to say a 
collective "Thanks" for all the hard work, dedication and 
planning that goes into putting on such a large and successful 
event. 

Speaking of which we have already secured a booking with 
the Red Hot Chilli Pipers to return to KL next year for what we 
hope will be an even better and bigger performance than this 
year. Those of you who were lucky enough to be there this 
year will fully appreciate and understand what I mean when I 
ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƳƛƴŀ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ 
"encores" due next year. 

Moving on, we approach our Annual Celebration at the Lake 
Club on November 28th to mark St Andrews Day, a 
celebration of our heritage and the Nation's Patron Saint in 
the form a blinkin' good feed and a ceilidh till the wee small 
hours all dressed up in our finery! We have a Band flown in 
specially for the entertainment part of the evening and we 
are looking forward to a great night at a new venue. The Lake 
Club in preference to our άŀncestralέ home of the RSC due to 

the high demand for tickets last year and our desire not to 
disappoint anyone this year. It is always an anxious few 
weeks for the organising committee fits waiting for the 
ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƛŀǎǳ  ƭŀǘŜŎƻƳŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
get a seat, so please do the right thing and do not leave it to 
the last minute.  

 ό9ŘΩǎ ƴƻǘŜ - more details of the AC entertainments and 
application forms elsewhere in the newsletter).  

Now heading helter skelter into November & December, I'm 
wondering where the year went? Seems like only last month 
we were getting stuck into the turkey and popping corks on 
the champagne bottles as we toasted another new year. 
While back in Scotland last month I was astonished to find 
the shops full of Christmas decorations and cards three 
months plus before the big day.... I wonder how long it will 
take KL to catch on and catch up? 

At the "Welcome Back Nicht" held at J&Rs in Damansara last 
month, our loyal few enjoyed a fair fit for a King.... If that King 
happens to enjoys Bangers Mash & Mushy Peas that is..! This 
Chieftain certainly went back for 2nds and possibly 3rds (But 
who's counting?) like many others there that night and we 
thank Yvanka Jeffery for organising a very fun and relaxed 
evening.  On the night we also had to say a sad farewell to 
our Newsletter Editor Carol Mungall who will be joining her 
hubby in Dubai next month. Carol will be missed and it is 
hoped that she will be coaxed back on occasion to attend our 
functions and perhaps carry a tune at the Burns Supper again 
next year. 

I hope you are all rŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ .ǳǊƴǎΩ Night next 
January 2010 when we will be bringing over Scottish 
Comedian "Craig Hill" for your entertainment. Again we have 
chosen the Nikko as our venue due to the terrific organisation 
last year and the excellent layout of the room. 

As our year draws to a close and we approach St Andrews 
Day once again, it also brings to a close the 'Homecoming 
Year' for Scotland and I hope some if not all of you have had a 
chance to breath the fresh mountain air, feel a chill in your 
bones and ƭŜǘΩǎ not forget, the privilege of paying GBP 3.50p 
for a cup of Starbucks coffee!!!!  Seriously though its looks 
like 2009 has been a fantastic year for Scottish Patriotism and 
Tourism and long may it continue. 

We anticipate a busy December in KL also, with the Marching 
Band Competition to be held at the National Stadium (TBC ς 
more details to come) and I encourage you all to make a trip 
to support and encourage some of the best marching bands 
in the world who have come to Malaysia to compete. 

In closing I would like to thank Johan for organising and 
ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ aŀƭǘ ²Ƙƛǎƪȅ ǘŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛǎƘ ƘƛƳ ǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ 
the night and Slainte on behalf of all those who will be there 
to appreciate the delights of our water of life. 

Got to fly, Yours aye 

Paul
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Relocating ς 
Back to Scotland 
By John Thomson 

The Selangor Scotsman recently caught up with Brenda Wyllie 
who was a committee member of the Society during her time 
in KL. Brenda and husband David relocated back to a live on a 
farm in Scotland and we asked her for her thoughts on 
changing from an expatriate lifestyle in Malaysia to once 
again living in UK. The interview is below. 

How long did you live in the Far East?  

4 years. We moved to KL with a 2, 4 and 5 year old in May 
2004. 

What was the reason that you left 
KL?  

We felt that we were living a very 
spoilt and privileged life. Our children 
saw this as perfectly "normal". We 
made a difficult decision to return to 
Scotland to give the kids a sense of 
where they come from, what living in 
Scotland is like, which people are 
important to us in Scotland and also to 
get some vital time with family 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ aȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǘher was 
diagnosed with terminal cancer and 
we are very glad that we are here to 
see her and support the family 
through a difficult time. 

Do you have any regrets about 
leaving KL?  

Whilst I miss many aspects of life and friends in KL I do not 
have any regrets about leaving. 

What do you miss most about life in Malaysia?  

I miss many things about our life in KL and mostly these 
memories surround people. The expat community is 
reasonably small and it was nice and comforting to attend 
events where we knew almost everyone else there, even if 
just briefly. Life is easy in KL and we miss the spontaneity of 
dinner out or lunch turning into a party. The opportunity to 
dress up and attend top class social events was grasped by 
both hands by both of us.  

David was always in a comfort zone as our favourite event 
usually had a casual kilt dress code. This meant that I could 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŜŀǊ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ŀ ǘƛŜΗ L ƭŜŦǘ 
KL with a rather large collection of party dresses and am now 
desperately seeking the opportunity to wear them in 
Scotland. The variety of food we experienced has taken the 

last year to work off. A local hotel in Alford opened an Indian 
restaurant and we have become regulars as we do miss 
curries.  

What aspects of expat life in KL were you happy to leave 
behind?  

The driving was terrible. It took a 4 hour driving lesson for me 
to remember the basics about road sense, and manners on 
the road. Traffic in general drove me batty. 

What was your most memorable event during the time that 
ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜƭŀƴƎƻǊ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΚ 

I answered this question in a heartbeat. The first time we 
brought the Battlefield Band over to KL. We were trying to 
decide on a weekend and May was being voiced as a suitable 
month. My Birthday is in May and so it landed on my 
Birthday. I had a table of my closest friends and we had an 
absolute blast at that event. It was very special to me but also 
a massive surprise as I had no idea who the Battlefield Band 
was nor how good they were. 

Did you visit interesting places in 
South East Asia and if so what place 
made the most impression? 

²Ŝ ōƻǊǊƻǿŜŘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ōŜŀŎƘ Ǿƛƭƭŀ ƛƴ 
Bali and the peace and tranquillity of 
that holiday was fabulous. The staff 
looked after us incredibly well, from 
cooking, to massage, to driving us 
around to places off the beaten track. 
It was fantastic.  

In KL, I loved the Batu caves ς I must 
be a secret geologist after all. The 
monks there always had a special 
blessing for my youngest child which 
was odd. He was going through a 
tough time with a medical condition 
and for some reason the monks there 
picked him out and blessed him. 

Standing on tropical beaches in Malaysia with no one in sight, 
feeling like we had found somewhere very special happened 
easily and all the time. 

Would you recommend Malaysia as a holiday destination to 
your friends and relatives in UK? 

More than that, I would recommend that they live in 
aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛǘΦ hƴ ŀ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
to trust that particular street vendor and recognise that they 
sell the best roti canai and fish head curry. You may not find 
the elephants at Lanchang, nor know to feed the monkeys at 
the back of KDE. There are many hidden secrets in Malaysia 
which may not be found by the standard tourist. 

What did you find most difficult about re-settling back into 
the UK life-style? 

²Ŝ ƪŜǇǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ WŜƴƴȅ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΗ WŜƴƴȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ 
with us in KL and made life very easy. Once the kids were in 


