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²ƻǿΗΧΧΦΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǊǳǎƘΗΧΦ!ƭƳƻǎǘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
already the new year fireworks, the Christmas 
turkey and the new socks & aftershave are 
becoming a distant memory. 

In Scotland, the White Stuff (for those of you who 
remember what it looks like?) came down in 
buckets over Christmas and New Year and it was a 
ǾŜǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ όWǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΧΧΦ !ƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǿ ΗΗΗ 
²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ǘƻǇǎ ƎƭƛǎǘŜƴΧΧΧΦΦhƪ hƪ ǎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Karaoke. One of those 
ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƭŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΩǎ ό-нм 5ŜƎ / ƛƴ .ŀƭƭŀǘŜǊ ϧ .ǊŀŜƳŀǊύ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƪƛŘǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿƳŀƴΣ ƛƎƭƻƻ ŀƴŘ ǎƴƻǿōŀƭƭ ŦƛƎƘǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƻƭŘΧΦΦ 

Cǳƴƴȅ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎǊƻǿ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŦŦΧ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ Wƻƛƴǘǎ and bones tell 
you that you are getting old, before the brain does. 

²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ L ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΧΦΦΗ ²Ŝƭƭ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΧΦ 

Most unusual of them all was the 1st Malaysian World Marching Band competition 
(www.mwbc.my) held at several venues over the course of a week in KL, back in 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ΩлфΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŜƭŀƴƎƻǊ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ 
be event partners and I had the honour and pleasure to be asked to be a judge at the 
Pipes & Drums Marching Band Section, held in two stages, over two days, at the 
entrance to Times Square and then on day two at the Pavilion in Bukit Bintang before 
handing over to our Vice Chieftain Richard, to represent the society at the Grand 
Finale in Putrajaya on the Friday evening in front of thousands of spectators and 
several Live Camera Video Feeds, filmed by ESPN Sports Channel. Coincidentally I 
managed to see some of the footage from my hotel in Singapore that night and the 
rain did not manage to dampen the spirits of any of the bands or spectators that 
evening.  

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ с ǇƛǇŜ ōŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ Y[ ŀǊŜŀΦ bƻΧΦ 
neither did I, but I can tell you that the turnout was spectacular and the quality was 
ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƘƛƎƘΧΦ 

/ƻƴǘΩŘŘ 
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Guest Celebrity Judges, Craig 
Muirhead from the Red Hot Chilli 
Pipers and Nicky Gibson from the 
Grampian Police Pipe Band were in 
attendance to put the bands and 
soloists through their paces and 
also gave freely of their time and 
advice after each event, to tutor 
and encourage each and everyone 
who turned up. This was also very 
ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ŀǘ .ŜƴǘƭŜȅΩǎ aǳǎƛŎ 
in Mutiara Damansara where they guys were generous 
enough to give a master class to the crowds of budding 
hopefuls. There were bands there from Australia (West 
Coast Pipe Band) and South Africa as well as Indonesia 
and those closer to home. 

In the end the new kids on the block (KLPD - pictured) 
Kuala Lumpur Pipes & Drums, walked away with the 
overall Band competition prize in the pipes & drums 
section and members from Sri Desh Mesh pipe band 
won the solo piper 
and solo drummer 
competitions in fine 
style. 

It was a hot and 
sweaty couple of 
days for both the 
bands and the 
judges but in terms 
of good family 
entertainment the 
Drum Bands head to head battles and standoff section 
were both entertaining to watch and sounded great 
ǘƻƻΦ vǳƛǘŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ мм ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƻ ƎƻΗ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŎ ƘǳƳƻǳǊ 
and entertainment, in the guise of Mr Craig Hill 
(Scottish Comedian ςwww.mrcraighill.com) flown in 
specially for our Burns supper celebrations at the Nikko 
Hotel. 

Mr Hill fair enjoyed his time in KL and we enjoyed 
listening to his comedy and interaction with the crowd 
on the night. My apologies to Heidi Klum, Seal & Barbie 
if they are reading this. Thanks for being good sports 
and next year be sure and sit at the back of the room! 
Ha Ha.  

Our Thanks to the organizing Sub Committee (Yvanka, 
Ali, Hector, Stella and others) for their efforts and hard 
work on the preparation of the room and the reception 
area. Our grateful thanks to Sue Paterson & George 

Mckie for being brave enough to 
offer some songs from the pen of 
Robert Burns. It was an excellent 
night and we had so many 
compliments at the end of the 
eveniƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ 
ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ΨŘƻ .ǳǊƴǎΩ 
from now on. We have set the bar 
a little higher for the incoming 
committee but I am sure they 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΦ 

As we said good night to the last of the assembled 
ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ό¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ saying ς άƎƻǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƛƴƎŜǊǎ ƻƴέύ ŀǘ пŀƳ ƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ Řƻǿƴ ŀƭƭ 
the decorations etc. we were able to reflect on the 
ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǎŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎƻǊŜ Ƨŀǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΧ aǊ Iƛƭƭ L ŀƳ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪΧΦΦ {ƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ 
this space! 

For those who are looking for more chances to mingle 
and indulge in a wee bit of Scottish Banter, our AGM 

will be held around 
the 2nd of March at 
J&Rs in Damansara. 
This will be a sad 
occasion for me but 
a happy one also as I 
hand over the reins 
and the ChieŦǘŀƛƴΩǎ 
mantle to the 
incoming Chieftain.  
We will hold our 

elections that night coupled with a wee social and I am 
sure a libation or two in order to settle in the new 
committee and Office Bearers. 

This year we also say goodbye to one of our past 
Chieftains, Alistair Paterson, who heads for pastures 
ƴŜǿ ƛƴ hȊΧDƻƻŘ [ǳŎƪ Cƻƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
society link asap. I hear there are quite a few Scots over 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǿΣ ǎƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘΦ 

So in Closing I would like to thank you all for the 
wonderful support during my year as Chieftain, the 
great times and the hard work and efforts of so many 
ǿƘƻ Ǝƻ ǳƴƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
been a year already but its true what they say. Time 
flies when you are having fun! 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΧΧΦ  

Red Hot Chilli Pipers to KL on May 22, 2010, in Hilton KL 
Sentral 

Yours Aye, Paul
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Pudu Prison - The End of an Infamous Era 

Text & Photographs by Stuart Taylor 

 

 

The infamous Pudu Prison in Kuala Lumpur is currently in the process of being 

demolished to make way for a new city development. The Urban Development 

Authority (UDA,) which reportedly bought the 7.65ha site for RMl00 million from 

the Government, will turn it into a commercial area which is expected to cost 

RM83 million and will be completed by September 2011. 
 

 

Pudu Prison, in Jalan Hang Tuah, 
Kuala Lumpur, was built and 
designed in 1891 and completed 
1895 led by British state engineer 
and Director of Public Works 
Department, Charles Edwin 
Spooner, at a costs of RM 138,000.  

LǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǿŀǎ ŎƻǇƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
Kandy prison in Bogambia, Africa 
and shaped like a butterfly or X 
structure.  

 

It originally had 240 cells on three 
floors, but more cells were added 
over the years.  

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƎǊǳŜǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ 
cell is located at block D where 
those on death row were prepped 
before being hanged at the 
execution room in the same block.  

Between 1960 and 1993, 180 
convicts were hanged there. 
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Pudu Prison was designed to house 600 inmates initially but 
with additional cells, its capacity was increased to 2,000. The 
Pudu Prison main entrance was situated in a two-storied 
building.  

The Administrative Offices was on the ground floor and on 
the top floor, six cells for European and Eurasian prisoners 
and two small rooms for storage of prison records.  

The female ward of the prison and the prison kitchen were 
separate areas on each side of the Administrative Block and 
leading from the main section of the prison were four three-
storied wings. The prison hospital was close by, but separate 
from the main building.  

The prison was used to house criminals including drug 
offenders and was a location for administering corporal 
punishment by rotan caning. The canings were administered 
in a special "caning area", so marked, not inside the building 
but in the grounds. 

 

 

 

 

 


