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  Chieftains Christmas chatter 
 

Once again we approach the run up to 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΧΧΗ  

мм Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ quite sure 
when to start the shopping! I like the 
pressure of the eve of the 24th 
ƳȅǎŜƭŦΧΦΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ 
ǇŀƴƛŎ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
WǳƛŎŜǎΩ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎΧΦ hǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ Ψ¸Ω 
Chromosome trait? 

²Ŝƭƭ ƛǘǎ ōŜŜƴ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΧ 

Financial turmoil, $150/bbl oil, banking institutions going to the wall, and somehow 
through it all we still manage to remember what is important - Family, Friends, 
Heritage and Homecomming, Haggis, Hogmany and Hoolies. 

This year we have enjoyed some good times with the bad.  

¢ƘŜ нрлǘƘ .ǳǊƴǎ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ όǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ /ƘǊƛǎ ¢ŀƛǘΩǎ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ǊŜƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳ 
hΩ {ƘŀƴǘŜǊύΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ Iƻǘ /Ƙƛƭƭƛ tƛǇŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ aŀȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ό¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
ǊŜōƻƻƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ aŀȅ ннƴŘ нлмлΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘΗύΣ hǳǊ ΨǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƴƛŎƘǘΩΣ ǘƘŜ 
DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ .ŀƭƭ ό! ǾŜǊȅ мфнлΩǎ ŀŦŦŀƛǊΗύ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎ bƛƎƘǘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ƭƭ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǎƭŀƛƴǘŜΗ !ƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ōŜǎǘΧΧ 
Real Scottish Hospitality. 

Our Thanks to the organizing Sub Committee (Ilona, Patrick, Roger and Richard) for 
their efforts and hard work on the latest Annual Celebration at the Lake Club. It was 
a new venue for us, which transformed during the day (by a dedicated few) into an 
excellent evening venue for what was a great nights entertainment.  

¢ƘŜ DŀǊȅ LƴƴŜǎ ōŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
that whilst also being an accomplished musician, Gary also used to be the captain of 
the Scottish Shinty Team. Although being a very high risk injury sport, I am glad to 
report that the fingers still worked the magic for us, two nights in a row. First at 
CƛƴƴŜƎŀƴΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜ /ƭǳōΦ 
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For those who attended the annual celebration of our patron saint, our apologies to those who felt the food was a 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘŜǇƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ǾŜƴǳŜΣ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
our classes so as to ensure your future enjoyment of all our events.  

Our thanks to our guest speaker Mr Mahbob for a very enǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǇƻǘǘŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ όLŦ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ 
the pun) of a planters life in Malaysia. It Seems we Scots have been very influential and sometimes a little to 
ƻǾŜǊōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧΧōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ laugh about it on the night 
ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƳŜƳƻƛǊǎΦ 

This year we had to say goodbye to our news letter editor Carol Mungall and hello and welcome, to several new 
members of our hard working committee. All of whom volunteer their time, hard work, blood sweat and tears in 
order to ensure the smooth running of the Society and its events. 

Events which start next year with our Burns Supper on the 23rd January, at the sumptuous Nikko Hotel. We have 
booked a very up and coming Scottish Comedian, Mr Craig Hill, www.mrcraighill.com , to entertain us on the night 
ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ŦŀƛǊ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǘǿƛǎǘ ƻƴ .ǳǊƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨLƳƳƻǊǘŀƭ aŜƳƻǊȅΩΦ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ Ŧŀǎǘ ǎƻ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭŀȅ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŀōƭŜκǎŜŀǘǎΣ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ to be a great night out. 
Contact Hector Ingram for tickets using the info contained in this newsletter. 

Following on from that we will have our AGM in February and a couple of new venues are currently being researched 
for that, so that we have a chance to socialize after the eveningΩs formal business is out of the way. That night will 
bring to a close my tenure as Chieftain and whilst I will miss the limelight I will be sure to continue to catch a few 
rays at the back of the room in most of our functions and events next year.  

Then we look forward to the highlight of our social calendar the return of the Red Hot Chilli Pipers to KL on May 22, 
нлмлΦ LŦ ǿŜ ƎŀǳƎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
know iǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ƙƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊƻŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ 
socks off to one of the hottest pipe bands to come out of Scotland in the last decade. 

As I type this, we are also preparing for the arrival of many top marching bands from around the world, vying for top 
prizes in KL from the 16th to the 19th and Terengganu a couple of days prior to this. We have the privilege as a 
Society to have been asked to assist with the judging of the Malaysia World Band Competition in Kuala Lumpur, 
specifically the drumming and piping events and I look forward to being able to learn from some of the best, who 
have travelled many, many miles to be here for what is hoped will be the first of many such events. Craig Muirhead 
of the Red Hot Chilli Pipers will be appearing as one of the celebrity judges at the event. Details of the event can be 
seen on www.mwbc.my 

{ƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǳƴǘƛƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎƴƻǿ ŦƭŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǎƛƎƘǘΗ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭΣ a 
ǾŜǊȅ άaŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ άIŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊέΦ 

I will be heading home to Aberdeen soon to celebrate with family and will perhaps see a snow flake or two when 
ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǳō ȊŜǊƻΧΦΦ.ǊǊǊǊǊǊΗ 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ŀ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ ϧ ²ealthy 2010, Salinte. 

SeasonΩs Greetings 

Yours Aye 

Paul 

http://www.mrcraighill.com/


The Selangor Scotsman Oct ς Nov 2009 
 

 
Page 3 of 13  www.ssas-online.com 
 

The Annual Celebration 
St Andrews Ball 2009 by Denise Dewar 

 

Venue: The Royal Lake Club, Kuala Lumpur 

On arrival guests were served cocktails and had a chance to 
mingle where introductions were made & old acquaintances 
the chance the catch up, the atmosphere was welcoming and 
well prepared with table numbers given to guests. There was 
a fine display of kilts worn by the gentlemen & some 
outstanding gowns by the ladies 

The banquet hall had been decorated earlier that afternoon 
with flags & family coats of arms, all the tables were 
beautifully set out with seating arrangements for 10 this gave 
guests at each table a chance to introduce themselves to one 
another.  

The Selkirk grace was said by the senior resident past 
chieftain Datuk Tris Russell & the starter was served, this was 
followed by toasts to her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and our 
patron his Royal Highness the Sultan of Selangor.  

The dinner then followed. The entry of the haggis & address 
to the haggis was conducted by the chieftain, the main 
course & dessert were buffet service the food was well 
presented and the waiter service efficient & friendly  

The Alice Smith School Country Dancers gave a wonderful 
performance of Scottish Country dancing, the children really 
seemed to enjoy performing and it was heart warming to see 
the traditional dances still as popular with the children as 
when I was a child. 

This was followed by the St Johns Institution Pipe Band as 
always when hearing the pipes I am sure there was not a 
person in the room who did not feel nostalgic for Scotland I 

know I certainly did and a rapturous applause followed both 
of these performances.  

After dinner a toast was given by the chieftain to the Pious 
memory of St Andrew. This was followed by a toast to our 
guests. A reply on behalf of our guests by Mr Mahbob 
Abdullah was very entertaining and well received by 
everyone. After dinner all the speeches completed the 
dancing commenced 

Traditional Scottish music was supplied by the Gary Innes 
.ŀƴŘΣ ¢ƘŜ Dŀȅ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 
and the dance floor was full to overcrowding, the dancing 
went on for many more enjoyable hours and everyone 
seemed to have a fabulous time, many a brow was seen 
getting wiped Jackets from the gentlemen discarded and 
shoes from the ladies abandoned one forgets how much 
energy goes into performing these dances.  

Fortunately extra fuel in the form of cheese and biscuits was 
on hand come the mid-night hour. The dancing went on until 
the early hours when the evening/early morning was 
ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƻŦŦ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ hƭŘ [ŀƴƎ 
Syne.  

The evening was a huge success and many thanks to all who 
gave the time and energy to arrange the St Andrews Society 
Annual Celebration 

9ŘΩǎ ƴƻǘŜ ς thanks Denise for the write up and thanks 
from all in the Society to Roger McGowan who has been 
the chief organisational load-bearer for the AC for the 
last 5 (!) years, including his year as Chieftain. 
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